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S. 1312 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
YOUNG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1312, a bill to prioritize the fight 
against human trafficking in the 
United States. 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1312, supra. 

S. 1349 

At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1349, a bill to provide that the 
rate of military basic pay for the Sen-
ior Enlisted Advisors to the com-
manders of the combatant commands 
shall be equivalent to the rate of mili-
tary basic pay for the Senior Enlisted 
Advisor to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and for other purposes. 

S. 1366 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1366, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Defense to review the discharge 
characterization of former members of 
the Armed Forces who were discharged 
by reason of the sexual orientation of 
the member, and for other purposes. 

S. 1368 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1368, a bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1393 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1393, a bill to 
streamline the process by which active 
duty military, reservists, and veterans 
receive commercial driver’s licenses. 

S. 1412 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1412, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to provide for a 
percentage of student loan forgiveness 
for public service employment, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1418 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1418, a bill to establish 
protections for passengers in air trans-
portation, and for other purposes. 

S. 1426 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1426, a bill to amend 
the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur 
Sports Act to expand the purposes of 
the corporation, to designate the 
United States Center for Safe Sport, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1435 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1435, a bill to provide an amnesty pe-
riod during which veterans and their 
family members can register certain 
firearms in the National Firearm Reg-
istration and Transfer Record, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1465 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1465, a bill to terminate the 
prohibitions on the exportation and 
importation of natural gas, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 61 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 61, a resolution calling on the De-
partment of Defense, other elements of 
the Federal Government, and foreign 
governments to intensify efforts to in-
vestigate, recover, and identify all 
missing and unaccounted-for personnel 
of the United States. 

S. RES. 168 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 168, a resolution sup-
porting respect for human rights and 
encouraging inclusive governance in 
Ethiopia. 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 168, supra. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and 
Mr. INHOFE): 

S. 1478. A bill to improve the Defense 
Siting Clearinghouse; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1478 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Defense 
Siting Clearinghouse Improvement Act of 
2017’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFENSE SITING CLEARINGHOUSE. 

(a) CODIFICATION.—Chapter 7 of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 183 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 183a. Defense Siting Clearinghouse for re-

view of mission obstructions 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary of 

Defense shall establish a Defense Siting 
Clearinghouse (in this section referred to as 
the ‘Clearinghouse’). 

‘‘(2) The Clearinghouse shall be— 
‘‘(A) organized under the authority, direc-

tion, and control of an Assistant Secretary 
of Defense designated by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) assigned such personnel and resources 
as the Secretary considers appropriate to 
carry out this section. 

‘‘(b) FUNCTIONS.—(1) The Clearinghouse 
shall serve as a clearinghouse to coordinate 
Department of Defense review of applica-
tions for energy projects filed with the Sec-
retary of Transportation pursuant to section 
44718 of title 49 and received by the Depart-
ment of Defense from the Secretary of 
Transportation. 

‘‘(2) The Clearinghouse shall accelerate the 
development of planning tools necessary to 
determine the acceptability to the Depart-
ment of Defense of proposals included in an 
application for an energy project submitted 
pursuant to such section. 

‘‘(3) The Clearinghouse shall perform such 
other functions as the Secretary of Defense 
assigns. 

‘‘(c) REVIEW OF PROPOSED ACTIONS.—(1) Not 
later than 30 days after receiving from the 
Secretary of Transportation a proper appli-
cation for an energy project under section 
44718 of title 49 that may have an adverse im-
pact on military operations and readiness, 
the Clearinghouse shall conduct a prelimi-
nary review of such application. The review 
shall— 

‘‘(A) assess the likely scope, duration, and 
level of risk of any adverse impact of such 
energy project on military operations and 
readiness; and 

‘‘(B) identify any feasible and affordable 
actions that could be taken by the Depart-
ment, the developer of such energy project, 
or others to mitigate the adverse impact and 
to minimize risks to national security while 
allowing the energy project to proceed with 
development. 

‘‘(2) If the Clearinghouse determines under 
paragraph (1) that an energy project will 
have an adverse impact on military oper-
ations and readiness, the Secretary of De-
fense shall issue to the applicant a notice of 
presumed risk that describes the concerns 
identified by the Department in the prelimi-
nary review and requests a discussion of pos-
sible mitigation actions. 

‘‘(3) The Clearinghouse shall develop, in co-
ordination with other departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government, an inte-
grated review process to ensure timely noti-
fication and consideration of energy projects 
filed with the Secretary of Transportation 
pursuant to section 44718 of title 49 that may 
have an adverse impact on military oper-
ations and readiness. 

‘‘(4) The Clearinghouse shall establish pro-
cedures for the Department of Defense for 
the coordinated consideration of and re-
sponse to a request for a review received 
from another Federal agency, a State gov-
ernment, an Indian tribal government, a 
local government, a landowner, or the devel-
oper of an energy project, including guidance 
to personnel at each military installation in 
the United States on how to initiate such 
procedures and ensure a coordinated Depart-
ment response. 

‘‘(5) The Clearinghouse shall develop proce-
dures for conducting early outreach to par-
ties carrying out energy projects that could 
have an adverse impact on military oper-
ations and readiness and to clearly commu-
nicate to such parties actions being taken by 
the Department of Defense under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(d) COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Defense shall develop a comprehen-
sive strategy for addressing the military im-
pacts of projects filed with the Secretary of 
Transportation pursuant to section 44718 of 
title 49. 

‘‘(2) In developing the strategy required by 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) assess of the magnitude of inter-
ference posed by projects filed with the Sec-
retary of Transportation pursuant to section 
44718 of title 49; 

‘‘(B) for the purpose of informing prelimi-
nary reviews under subsection (c)(1) and 
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early outreach efforts under subsection 
(c)(5), identify geographic areas selected as 
proposed locations for projects filed, or 
which may be filed in the future, with the 
Secretary of Transportation pursuant to sec-
tion 44718 of title 49 where such projects 
could have an adverse impact on military op-
erations and readiness and categorize the 
risk of adverse impact in such areas; and 

‘‘(C) specifically identify feasible and af-
fordable long-term actions that may be 
taken to mitigate adverse impacts of 
projects filed, or which may be filed in the 
future, with the Secretary of Transportation 
pursuant to section 44718 of title 49, on mili-
tary operations and readiness, including— 

‘‘(i) investment priorities of the Depart-
ment of Defense with respect to research and 
development; 

‘‘(ii) modifications to military operations 
to accommodate applications for such 
projects; 

‘‘(iii) recommended upgrades or modifica-
tions to existing systems or procedures by 
the Department of Defense; 

‘‘(iv) acquisition of new systems by the De-
partment and other departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government and 
timelines for fielding such new systems; and 

‘‘(v) modifications to the projects for 
which such applications are filed, including 
changes in size, location, or technology. 

‘‘(e) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DETERMINA-
TION OF UNACCEPTABLE RISK.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Defense may not object to an en-
ergy project filed with the Secretary of 
Transportation pursuant to section 44718 of 
title 49, except in a case in which the Sec-
retary of Defense determines, after giving 
full consideration to mitigation actions 
identified pursuant to this section, that such 
project would result in an unacceptable risk 
to the national security of the United 
States. Such a determination shall con-
stitute a finding pursuant to section 44718(f) 
of title 49. 

‘‘(2) Not later than 30 days after making a 
determination of unacceptable risk under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall 
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report on such determination and the 
basis for such determination. Such report 
shall include an explanation of the oper-
ational impact that led to the determina-
tion, a discussion of the mitigation options 
considered, and an explanation of why the 
mitigation options were not feasible or did 
not resolve the conflict. The Secretary of De-
fense may provide public notice through the 
Federal Register of the determination. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary of Defense may only 
delegate the responsibility for making a de-
termination of unacceptable risk under para-
graph (1) to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
an under secretary of defense, or a principal 
deputy under secretary of defense. 

‘‘(f) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF FUNDS.—The Secretary of Defense is au-
thorized to request and accept a voluntary 
contribution of funds from an applicant for a 
project filed with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation pursuant to section 44718 of title 49. 
Amounts so accepted shall remain available 
until expended for the purpose of offsetting 
the cost of measures undertaken by the Sec-
retary of Defense to mitigate adverse im-
pacts of such a project on military oper-
ations and readiness or to conduct studies of 
potential measures to mitigate such im-
pacts. 

‘‘(g) EFFECT OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
HAZARD ASSESSMENT.—An action taken pur-
suant to this section shall not be considered 
to be a substitute for any assessment or de-
termination required of the Secretary of 
Transportation under section 44718 of title 
49. 

‘‘(h) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to affect or limit the 

application of, or any obligation to comply 
with, any environmental law, including the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘adverse impact on military 

operations and readiness’ means any adverse 
impact upon military operations and readi-
ness, including flight operations, research, 
development, testing, and evaluation, and 
training, that is demonstrable and is likely 
to impair or degrade the ability of the armed 
forces to perform their warfighting missions. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘energy project’ means a 
project that provides for the generation or 
transmission of electrical energy. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘landowner’ means a person 
that owns a fee interest in real property on 
which a proposed energy project is planned 
to be located. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘military installation’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 
2801(c)(4) of this title. 

‘‘(5) The term ‘military readiness’ includes 
any training or operation that could be re-
lated to combat readiness, including testing 
and evaluation activities. 

‘‘(6) The term ‘military training route’ 
means a training route developed as part of 
the Military Training Route Program, car-
ried out jointly by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and the Secretary of Defense, 
for use by the armed forces for the purpose of 
conducting low-altitude, high-speed military 
training. 

‘‘(7) The term ‘unacceptable risk to the na-
tional security of the United States’ means 
the construction, alteration, establishment, 
or expansion, or the proposed construction, 
alteration, establishment, or expansion, of a 
structure or sanitary landfill that would— 

‘‘(A) endanger safety in air commerce, re-
lated to the activities of the Department of 
Defense; 

‘‘(B) interfere with the efficient use and 
preservation of the navigable airspace and of 
airport traffic capacity at public-use air-
ports, related to the activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense; or 

‘‘(C) significantly impair or degrade the ca-
pability of the Department of Defense to 
conduct training, research, development, 
testing, and evaluation, and operations or to 
maintain military readiness.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AND CLERICAL AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) REPEAL OF EXISTING PROVISION.—Section 
358 of the Ike Skelton National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011 (49 
U.S.C. 44718 note) is repealed. 

(2) REFERENCE TO REGULATIONS.—Section 
44718(g) of title 49, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘211.3 of title 32, Code 
of Federal Regulations, as in effect on Janu-
ary 6, 2014’’ both places it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘183a(i) of title 10’’. 

(3) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections at the beginning of chapter 
7 of title 10 is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 183 the following 
new item: 

‘‘183a. Defense Siting Clearinghouse for re-
view of mission obstructions.’’. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF EXISTING RULES AND 
REGULATIONS.—Notwithstanding the amend-
ments made by subsection (a), any rule or 
regulation promulgated to carry out section 
358 of the Ike Skelton National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011 (49 
U.S.C. 44718 note) that is in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall continue in effect and apply to the ex-
tent such rule or regulation is consistent 
with the authority under section 183a of title 
10, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), until such rule or regulation is 
otherwise amended or repealed. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and 
Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 1497. A bill to amend title 40, 
United States Code, to provide a lacta-
tion room in public buildings, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as a fa-
ther of four and a traveling family, I 
know how important and challenging it 
is for nursing mothers to find a space 
to care for and feed their children. As 
our society and economy becomes ever 
more transient, we need to provide 
spaces for mothers on the go and ease 
their return to the workforce. Last 
Congress, I helped ensure the Bottles 
and Breastfeeding Equipment Screen-
ing Act became law, which eased the 
burden traveling mothers experienced. 
We need to continue easing this burden 
and expand facilities in public build-
ings. 

Federal agencies, under current law, 
are required to provide space for nurs-
ing mothers to pump breastmilk for 
their newborns. Additionally, General 
Services Administration requires in-
stallation of these spaces for all newly 
constructed federal buildings, as well 
as those undergoing modernizations. 
These rooms are a simple hygienic 
place, other than a bathroom, that are 
shielded from view, free from intru-
sion, contain a chair, a table surface, 
and an electrical outlet. This is good 
policy and should be extended to the 
public when visiting Federal facilities 
for business or other purposes. 

That is why I am introducing the 
Fairness For Breastfeeding Mothers 
Act. This legislation would simply ex-
tend the use of these facilities in public 
buildings to visitors, ensuring all 
mothers can continue to care for their 
children. 

I want to thank Senator MERKLEY for 
being the Democrat lead as well as 
Congresswoman NORTON’s lead in the 
House of Representatives. I ask my 
Senate colleagues to join us in support 
of this important legislation. 

S. 1497 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fairness For 
Breastfeeding Mothers Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. LACTATION ROOMS IN PUBLIC BUILD-

INGS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 33 of title 40, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by redesignating sections 3315, 3316, and 

3317 as sections 3316, 3317, and 3318, respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after section 3314 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘§ 3315. Lactation rooms in public buildings 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY.—The term 

‘appropriate authority’ means— 
‘‘(A) the head of a Federal agency; 
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‘‘(B) the Architect of the Capitol; and 
‘‘(C) another official authority responsible 

for the operation of a public building. 
‘‘(2) COVERED PUBLIC BUILDING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘covered pub-

lic building’ means a public building that— 
‘‘(i) is open to the public; and 
‘‘(ii) contains a public restroom. 
‘‘(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘covered public 

building’ includes a building listed in section 
5101 or 6301. 

‘‘(3) LACTATION ROOM.—The term ‘lactation 
room’ means a hygienic place, other than a 
bathroom, that— 

‘‘(A) is shielded from view; 
‘‘(B) is free from intrusion; and 
‘‘(C) contains— 
‘‘(i) a chair; 
‘‘(ii) a working surface; and 
‘‘(iii) if the public building is supplied with 

electricity, an electrical outlet. 
‘‘(b) LACTATION ROOMS REQUIRED.—Except 

as provided in subsection (c), the appropriate 
authority of a covered public building shall 
ensure that the building contains a lactation 
room that is made available for use by mem-
bers of the public to express breast milk. 

‘‘(c) EXCEPTIONS.—A covered public build-
ing may be excluded from the requirement in 
subsection (b) at the discretion of the appro-
priate authority if— 

‘‘(1) the public building— 
‘‘(A) does not contain a lactation room for 

employees who work in the building; and 
‘‘(B) does not have a room that could be 

repurposed as a lactation room or a space 
that could be made private using portable 
materials, at a reasonable cost; or 

‘‘(2) new construction would be required to 
create a lactation room in the public build-
ing and the cost of the construction is not 
feasible. 

‘‘(d) NO UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY.—Nothing in 
this section authorizes an individual to enter 
a public building or portion of a public build-
ing that the individual is not otherwise au-
thorized to enter.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 33 of title 40, United 
States Code, is amended by striking the 
items relating to sections 3315 through 3317 
and inserting the following: 
‘‘3315. Lactation rooms in public buildings. 
‘‘3316. Delegation. 
‘‘3317. Report to Congress. 
‘‘3318. Certain authority not affected.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
BOOKER, and Ms. CANTWELL): 

S. 1498. A bill to establish in the 
Smithsonian Institution a comprehen-
sive American women’s history mu-
seum, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to introduce, along with the 
senior Senator from California, Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN, the Smithsonian Amer-
ican Women’s History Museum Act. 
This bill would establish an American 
women’s history museum in our Na-
tion’s capital. 

American women have made invalu-
able contributions to our Country in 
diverse fields such as government, busi-
ness, medicine, law, literature, sports, 

entertainment, the arts, and the mili-
tary. Telling the history of American 
women matters, and a museum recog-
nizing these achievements and experi-
ences is long overdue. 

In 1999, a Presidential commission on 
commemorating women in American 
history concluded that an ‘‘appropriate 
celebration of women’s history in the 
next millennium should include the 
designation of a focal point for wom-
en’s history in our Nation’s capital.’’ In 
2014, Congress took an important step 
toward realizing this goal when it 
passed legislation creating an inde-
pendent, bipartisan Commission to 
study the potential for establishing 
such a museum in Washington, DC. 
Following 18 months of study, the bi-
partisan Commission unanimously con-
cluded, ‘‘America needs and deserves a 
physical national museum dedicated to 
showcasing the historical experiences 
and impact of women in the country.’’ 
Mr. President, I could not agree more. 

The bill we are introducing today is 
the next step toward creating this na-
tional museum. Incorporating the rec-
ommendations of the bipartisan Com-
mission, the bill would establish a na-
tional museum to collect, study, and 
create programs incorporating and ex-
hibiting a wide spectrum of American 
women’s experiences, contributions, 
and history. Although the Smithsonian 
Institution would be the governing 
body, the bill requires that the con-
struction of the museum be financed 
entirely with private funds. 

Mr. President, nearly 100 years ago, 
American women won the right to vote 
after a decades-long fight for suffrage. 
The story, leaders, and lessons of wom-
en’s suffrage are among the most pow-
erful in our Nation’s history. As the 
centennial celebration of that historic 
moment nears, I can think of few bet-
ter ways to honor those women and 
that momentous achievement than by 
passing this legislation. A museum 
dedicated to women’s history would 
help ensure that future generations un-
derstand what we owe to those Amer-
ican women who have helped build, sus-
tain, and advance our society. I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
KENNEDY, and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. 1507. A bill to amend the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to allow 
the Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to 
provide capitalization grants to States 
to establish revolving funds to provide 
funding assistance to reduce flood 
risks, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
introducing the State Flood Mitigation 
Revolving Fund Act of 2017 along with 
Senators KENNEDY and MENENDEZ. 

The purpose of this bill is to reduce 
flood risk and the costs associated with 
flooding by establishing a State revolv-
ing loan program to fund mitigation 

projects for homeowners, businesses, 
and communities. This includes activi-
ties such as home elevations, flood 
proofing, acquisitions, and environ-
mental restoration. By funding 
projects that reduce risk, the bill also 
provides an avenue to help middle-in-
come and low-income property owners 
reduce their flood insurance premiums. 

Mr. President, flooding is the most 
common and costly hazard facing 
American property owners. Every year, 
we are reminded of this when we see 
catastrophic flooding in communities 
across the country. Since 2010, my 
home State of Rhode Island has experi-
enced two Presidentially-declared 
flooding disasters, which have cost the 
Federal government over $86 million in 
payments from the National Flood In-
surance Program. Nationally, disasters 
like these have caused FEMA to pay 
out an average of nearly $3 billion a 
year in flood insurance claims over the 
last five years—not to mention the bil-
lions in disaster payments for unin-
sured damage. 

Almost universally, experts remind 
us that the best way to reduce the cost 
of flooding is to engage in proactive, 
not reactive, flood mitigation. This is 
what the State Flood Mitigation Re-
volving Fund Act seeks to do. 

Modeled on the successful Clean 
Water and Drinking Water State Re-
volving Funds, this bill creates a 
straightforward and easily accessible 
program through which States can 
offer low-interest loans to homeowners, 
businesses, and communities who want 
to mitigate their flood risk. By cre-
ating a revolving fund, the bill will 
allow States to design and more effi-
ciently implement their own flood 
mitigation strategies provided that 
they help achieve Federal objectives 
such as reducing disaster payments. 

Within this construct, the bill gives 
States the flexibility to undertake 
flood mitigation projects without the 
red tape associated with other Federal 
disaster mitigation programs. The bill 
requires state to provide a match of 20 
percent, but they would have an incen-
tive to further leverage Federal dol-
lars, as many already do under the 
drinking water and clean water SRFs. 

Additionally, the bill ensures mitiga-
tion assistance is focused on where the 
flood risk is greatest and where people 
are most vulnerable. The bill requires 
States to prioritize mitigation assist-
ance for low-income homeowners and 
geographic areas, pre-FIRM buildings, 
and severe repetitive loss and repet-
itive loss buildings. Finally, it gives 
States the option of providing addi-
tional subsidization for low-income 
property-owners and-communities that 
simply do not have the wherewithal to 
assume additional debt. 

Mr. President, as we talk about ap-
propriate investments in infrastruc-
ture, mitigation is one place where we 
should be putting our money. FEMA 
reports that every $1 we spend on miti-
gation generates $4 in future savings. 
Not only will this legislation lead to a 
healthy return on investment, it will 
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also create jobs through the work it 
funds 

I invite my colleagues to join me, 
Senator KENNEDY, and Senator MENEN-
DEZ in supporting this legislation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 210—TO COR-
RECT THE ENGROSSMENT OF S. 
722 

Mr. CORKER submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 210 

Resolved, That in the engrossment of S. 722, 
an Act to provide congressional review and 
to counter Iranian and Russian governments’ 
aggression, the Secretary of the Senate 
shall— 

(1) in section 216(c)— 
(A) strike paragraph (4) and insert the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(4) FLOOR CONSIDERATION IN HOUSE OF REP-

RESENTATIVES.—If a committee of the House 
of Representatives to which a joint resolu-
tion of approval or joint resolution of dis-
approval has been referred has not reported 
the joint resolution within 10 calendar days 
after the date of referral, that committee 
shall be discharged from further consider-
ation of the joint resolution.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (5)(A)— 
(i) in clause (i), strike ‘‘section 216 A3 that 

is described as’’ and insert ‘‘subsection 
(a)(3)(A) that relates to’’; and 

(ii) in clause (ii), strike ‘‘section 216 A3 
that is described as’’ and insert ‘‘subsection 
(a)(3)(B) that relates to’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (7)(A), strike ‘‘but applica-
ble’’ and all that follows through ‘‘dis-
approval,’’; and 

(2) in section 236, strike subsection (b) and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION 
OF GOODS.—No provision affecting sanctions 
or licensing actions under this title or an 
amendment made by this title shall apply to 
any portion of a sanction or licensing action 
that affects the importation of goods.’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 211—CON-
DEMNING THE VIOLENCE AND 
PERSECUTION IN CHECHNYA 

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. RUBIO, Ms. WARREN, Mr. GARDNER, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
HELLER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KAINE, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. HARRIS, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. UDALL, and Mr. 
REED) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 211 

Whereas, on April 1, 2017, the Russian 
newspaper Novaya Gazeta reported that au-
thorities in Chechnya, a republic of the Rus-
sian Federation, had abducted, detained, and 
tortured over 100 men due to their actual or 
suspected sexual orientation; 

Whereas multiple independent and first- 
hand accounts have subsequently corrobo-
rated the Novaya Gazeta report, and describe 
a campaign of persecution by Chechen offi-
cials against men due to their actual or sus-
pected sexual orientation; 

Whereas, as a result of this persecution, at 
least three deaths have been reported and 
many individuals have been forced to flee 
Chechnya; 

Whereas Chechen officials have denied the 
existence of such persecution, including 
through a statement by the spokesman for 
Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov that ‘‘You 
cannot arrest or repress people who don’t 
exist in the republic.’’; 

Whereas the same spokesman for Ramzan 
Kadyrov has also stated that ‘‘If such people 
existed in Chechnya, law enforcement would 
not have to worry about them, as their own 
relatives would have sent them to where 
they could never return,’’ and credible re-
ports indicate that Chechen authorities have 
encouraged families to carry out so-called 
‘‘honor killings’’ of relatives due to their ac-
tual or suspected sexual orientation; 

Whereas Chechnya is a constituent repub-
lic of the Russian Federation and subject to 
its laws, and Ramzan Kadyrov was installed 
as the leader of Chechnya by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin; 

Whereas Chechen authorities have a long 
history of violating the fundamental human 
rights of their citizens, including through 
extrajudicial executions, forced disappear-
ances, and torture of government critics; 

Whereas Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov dismissed reports of persecution in 
Chechnya and termed them ‘‘phantom com-
plaints’’; 

Whereas Russia’s Human Rights Ombuds-
man, Tatyana Moskalkova, has also claimed 
that such reports should not be believed be-
cause formal complaints have not been reg-
istered with the appropriate authorities; 

Whereas the Russian Federation is a par-
ticipating State of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe and a sig-
natory to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and thus has agreed to guar-
antee the fundamental human rights of all of 
its citizens; 

Whereas, on April 7, 2017, the United States 
Department of State issued a statement say-
ing ‘‘We categorically condemn the persecu-
tion of individuals based on their sexual ori-
entation’’ and urging the Government of the 
Russian Federation to take steps to ensure 
the release of all those wrongfully detained 
in Chechnya, and to conduct a credible inves-
tigation of the reports; and 

Whereas, on April 17, 2017, United States 
Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki 
Haley issued a statement saying ‘‘Chechen 
authorities must immediately investigate 
these allegations, hold anyone involved ac-
countable, and take steps to prevent future 
abuses. We are against all forms of discrimi-
nation, including against people based on 
sexual orientation. When left unchecked, dis-
crimination and human rights abuses can 
lead to destabilization and conflict.’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the violence and persecution 

in Chechnya and calls on Chechen officials to 
immediately cease the abduction, detention, 
and torture of individuals on the basis of 
their actual or suspected sexual orientation, 
and hold accountable all those involved in 
perpetrating such abuses; 

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to protect the human rights of 
all its citizens, condemn the violence and 
persecution, investigate these crimes in 
Chechnya, and hold accountable all those in-
volved in perpetrating such abuses; 

(3) calls on the United States Government 
to continue to condemn the violence and per-
secution in Chechnya, demand the release of 
individuals wrongfully detained, and identify 
those individuals whose involvement in this 
violence qualifies for the imposition of sanc-
tions under the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of 
Law Accountability Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–208; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) or the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act (Public Law 114–328); and 

(4) affirms that the rights to freedom of as-
sembly, association, and expression and free-
dom from extrajudicial detention and vio-
lence are universal human rights that apply 
to all persons, and that countries that fail to 
respect these rights jeopardize the security 
and prosperity of all their citizens. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 212—RECOG-
NIZING JUNE 2017 AS ‘‘LGBTQ 
PRIDE MONTH’’ 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. HARRIS, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HASSAN, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. REED, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Ms. STABENOW) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 212 

Whereas individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer (referred to 
in this preamble as ‘‘LGBTQ’’) include indi-
viduals from all States and the District of 
Columbia and all faiths, races, national ori-
gins, socioeconomic statuses, education lev-
els, and political beliefs; 

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United 
States have made, and continue to make, 
vital contributions to the United States and 
to the world in every aspect, including in the 
fields of education, law, health, business, 
science, research, economic development, ar-
chitecture, fashion, sports, government, 
music, film, technology, literature, civil 
rights, and politics; 

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United 
States serve as law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and first responders in all States 
and the District of Columbia; 

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United 
States serve, and have served, the United 
States Army, Coast Guard, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marines, honorably and with distinction 
and bravery; 

Whereas an estimated number of more 
than 100,000 brave men and women were dis-
charged from the Armed Forces of the 
United States between the beginning of 
World War II and 2011 because of their sexual 
orientation, including the discharge of more 
than 13,000 men and women under the ‘‘Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy in place between 1994 
and 2011; 

Whereas LGBTQ people in the United 
States serve, and have served, in positions in 
the Federal Government and State and local 
governments, including as members of Con-
gress, Governors, mayors, and city council 
members; 

Whereas, throughout much of the history 
of the United States, same-sex relationships 
were criminalized in many States and many 
LGBTQ people in the United States were 
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